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B S£“,r Douglas-Home Is Competent, 


By Harry Naltchayain, Staff Photographer 

British Prime Minister Alec Douglas-Home in action during the news conference he conducted yesterday at the British Embassy. 
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Discreet , Preci se 


By Chalmers M. Roberts 

Staff Reporter 

Sir Alec Douglas-Home 
put his hands together, 
squeezed the knuckles 
white, leaned forward to- 
ward the microphone and 
said exactly what he was 
prepared to say and no 
more. 

Dressed in funeral black 
— suit, tie, socks, shoes — the 
British Prime Minister 
spoke in precise tones and 
well-chosen words of his six 
hours of talks here with 
President Johnson, of where 
they agreed or disagreed 
and of the whys and where- 
fores of British policy. 

There was none of the 
rounded oratory of Winston 
Churchill, the drawing-from- 
long-experience of Anthony 
Eden, the Edwardian ele- 
gance of Harold Macmillan, 
his three immediate pre- 
decessors. 

But once again Washing- 
ton saw a British Prime 
Minister who dealt with 
competence if not complete- 
ness when face to face with 
the massed American and 
foreign press, this time meet- 
ing at the British Embassy. 
Douglas-Home may not out- 
last the coming election 
but if so it won’t be because 
he cannot handle the press 
questioners. 

Explains Policy 

He himself brought up 
the issue of trade with 
2uba “a country which pur- 
sues Communist policies.” 
And when someone later 
asked whether it had been 
^mentioned during the talks 
j ^here that American exports 

I to Cuba exceed British ex- 
ports, he smilingly replied: 

“I discreetly didn’t say 
anything about it just now.” 
The Prime Minister ex- 
plained that Britain believes 
in trading with Communist 
nations on the theory that 
“the more comfortable a 
person is, the less likely he 
is to be a fanatical Commu- 
nist.” Trade, he argued, 
helps raise living standards 
and thus lessens doctrinaire, 
militant communism. 

When he was asked how 
President Johnson had re- 
acted to this and similar 
views, Douglas-Home ducked 
neatly by replying that he 
realized that “in the United 


News Analysis 


States there are rather dif- 
ferent views.” 

Cites Communique 
And when he was asked 
how Britain was able to 
maintain diplomatic relations 
with Red China and still 
keep a consul in Taiwan (ac- 
tually accredited to the pro- 
vincial government) where- 
as France had to break with 
Taiwan in recognizing Red 
China, Sir Alec said, amid 
laughter, that British policy 
is “flexible” and “somehow 
we manage.” 

When an American news- 
man asked about. British 
ideas on talk of neutralizing 
South Viet-Nam, he pointed 
to the Home-Johnson com- 
munique expressing “the 
United Kingdom’s support 
for the United States policy 
in South Viet-Nam.” That 
left open, of course, a Brit- 
ish change of policy if and 
when there is an American 
change. 

But when a Soviet news- 
man asked whether Britain 
would support a stepped-up 
American military effort in 
Viet-Nam, Sir Alec said he 
felt “every aspect” of U.S. 
policy there was “right.” If 
it were not for the United 
States, he added, the South 
would have been overrun by 
now from the Communist 
North. 

Nuclear Force 
Sir Alec held his own, too, 
on a couple of touchy ques- 
tions. 

Conscription is not neces- 
sary, though he “would like 
a few more recruits,” to 
handle “police actions” 
around the world which 
have strained the small 
British armed forces. 

And Britain must con- 
tinue to have independent 
nuclear deterrent, not be- 
cause of its military value, 
he intimated, but because 
Britain wants to sit at the 
council table when nuclear 


peace is discussed and that 
requires “this card o f inter- 
est and authority.” 

The aristocratic former 
14th Earl of Home, a Scott- 
ish peer who gave up his 
title to become a commoner 
and one of whose ancestors 
was Scottish Ambassador to 
England in the 15th Century, 
closed yesterday’s pjrsss 
conference with a sly joke. 

Asked about the latest 
wave of British scientists 
moving to the United States, 
Sir Alec replied that “we’ve 
always exported a great 
many of our sons, partic- 
ularly from Scotland.” 




